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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office action is in response to the Response to Election/Restriction filed on 
7/26/07. 

2. Claims 1-14 and 18-26 are pending. 

3. Claims 14 and 18-26 are withdrawn. 

Election/Restrictions 

4. Applicant's election with traverse of Group 1 , claims 1-13, in the reply filed on 
7/26/07 is acknowledged. Applicant's argument that claims 18-26 should be 
consolidated together because the searches for these claims would substantially 
overlap is persuasive. Claims 18-26 generally recite steps to distribute and install a 
software package onto a user, and to register the installed software package. Hence, 
the restricted Groups are defined as follows: elected Group 1 , drawn to a method for 
authenticated communication over a network between a first user and a second user via 
a discovery machine, which correspond to claims 1-13; unelected Group 2, drawn to a 
method for authenticated communication over a network between a first user and a 
second user using an augmented email address, which corresponds to claim 14; and 
unelected Group 3, drawn to a method for distribution of a software package, which 
correspond to claims 18-26. 
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5. Claims 14 and 18-32 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.142(b), as being drawn to a nonelected invention. Applicant timely traversed the 
restriction (election) requirement in the reply filed on 7/26/07. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the Invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

7. Claims 1, 2, 4, 5 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Hu USPN 5,586,260 (hereinafter Hu). 

8. As per claims 1, 2, 4, 5 and 13, Hu discloses a method for communication over a 
network that allows for the authentication of individuals and control of information 
comprising: 

a. registering with a discovery machine a first user and a second user, 
wherein the first user maintains a first client machine and the second user 
maintains a second client machine, wherein the first client machine, the second 
client machine and the discovery machine are coupled to a network; (4:17-43) 

b. initiating a communication from a second user via a second client machine 
to a first user via a first client machine through the discovery machine; (5:41-58) 

c. determining that the first user will accept the communication; (6:30-33) 
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d. establishing a direct link between the first client machine and the second 
client machine; and delivering the communication; (fig. 4; upon completion of 
authentication, communication is established) 

e. wherein the direct link is not established if the first user does not accept 
the communication; (access to the server requires authentication of the client) 

f. wherein the direct link closes after the communication is delivered; (at 
termination of the call) 

g. further comprising the step of the second user initiating a new 
communication to the first user by establishing a new direct link between the 
second user machine and the first user machine; (fig. 4; upon completion of 
authentication, a direct link is established between the user machine and the 
server) 

h. wherein a thread of related previous communications is prefixed to the 
new communication; (4:44-57; 5:8-12 and lines 50-53; 6:30-33) 

i. wherein the discovery machine is a central server, (fig. 2) 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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10. Claims 1 , 2, 4, 6-1 1 and 13 are rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Mathis et al. USPN 5,054,019 in view of Edelstein et al. USPN 
5,764,906 (hereinafter Edelstein). 

11. As per claims 1,2,4, 6-8 and 1 3, Mathis discloses a method for communication 
over a network that allows for the authentication of individuals and control of information 
comprising: 

j. initiating a communication from a second user via a second client machine 
to a first user via a first client machine; wherein the first and second client 
machine are coupled to a network; (fig. 1 and 3) 

k. determining that the first user will accept the communication; (col. 3:39-40 
and lines 54-55) 

I. establishing a direct link between the first client machine and the second 
client machine; and delivering the communication; (col. 3:63-4:12) 
m. wherein the direct link is not established if the first user does not accept 
the communication; (3:40-41) 

n. wherein the direct link closes after the communication is delivered; (4:1 0- 
12) 

o. further comprising the step of the second user initiating a new 
communication to the first user by establishing a new direct link between the 
second user machine and the first user machine. (3:63-4:12) 
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12. Mathis does not disclose the first user and the second user registering with a 
discovery machine, wherein the discovery machine is coupled to the network; wherein 
the communication is initiated via the discovery machine; wherein at least one of the 
first user and the second user maintains a plurality of contact information; wherein an 
individual entry in the plurality of contact information is automatically updated when an 
associated user of the individual entry updates a corresponding entry locally at a client 
machine of the associated user; wherein a third user can initiate a new communication 
to at least one of the first and the second user via a web page interface coupled to the 
discovery machine; wherein the discovery machine is a central server. Edelstein 
discloses a universal electronic resource denotation, request and delivery system for 
providing and maintaining aliases for information resources and a system for translating 
these aliases to meaningful electronic addresses such as URL's, facsimile and 
electronic mail address, and for accessing the resources by these addresses, via a 
central registry (col. 3:40-60; fig. 5), wherein clients register with the central registry; the 
clients maintain a collection of recently used resource aliases and their related data, 
and thereby enabling a client to access electronic resources associated with the alias 
(6:32-66). Edelstein discloses that such technology enables a client to quickly and 
conveniently locate and access specific network resources. (3:18-22) Therefore, it 
would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
for the first user and the second user to register with a discovery machine, wherein the 
discovery machine is coupled to the network; wherein the communication is initiated via 
the discovery machine; wherein at least one of the first user and the second user 
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maintains a plurality of contact information; wherein an individual entry in the plurality of 
contact information is automatically updated when an associated user of the individual 
entry updates a corresponding entry locally at a client machine of the associated user; 
wherein a third user can initiate a new communication to at least one of the first and the 
second user via a web page interface coupled to the discovery machine; wherein the 
discovery machine is a central server. One would be motivated to do so to enable a 
client to quickly and conveniently locate and access specific network resources as 
taught by Edelstein, ibid. The aforementioned cover the limitations of claims 1 , 2, 4, 6-8 
and 13. 

1 3. As per claims 9-1 1 , the rejection of claim 1 under 35 USC 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Mathis in view of Edelstein is incorporated herein. Moreover, 
Edelstein discloses providing and maintaining short aliases for translation of these alias 
to electronic mail addresses. (Col. 3:43-49) Because SMTP is the de facto standard for 
e-mail transmissions in the Internet, it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made for the third user to initiate a new communication to 
at least one of the first and second user through SMTP via the discovery machine, since 
SMTP is the standard means to communicate via e-mail. In addition, Mathis discloses 
at least one of the first user and second user can selectively block the new 
communication (3:60-62), and wherein a one-directional communication link is sent to 
the third user when at least one of the first and the second user replies to the new 
communication wherein the one directional communication link allows the third user to 
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send a future communication directly to the first or second user (3:63-4:2). The 
aforementioned cover the limitations of claims 9-1 1 . 

14. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mathis in 
view of Edelstein, and further in view of Waldo et al. USPN 6,185,61 1 (hereinafter 
Waldo) 

15. As per claim 12, the rejection of claim 1 under 35 USC 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Mathis in view of Edelstein is incorporated herein. Neither Mathis nor 
Edelstein disclose the step determining that the first user will accept the communication 
further comprises the step of storing notification of the communication if the first user is 
unavailable. Waldo disclose a lookup service in a distributed network system that 
enables registered clients to be notified of the status of a service, including if a service 

is not available (Col. 2:60-3:2; 1 1 :52-12:18). It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made for the step of determining that the first 
user will accept the communication to further comprise the step of storing notification of 
the communication if the first user is unavailable. One would be motivated to do so for 
clients to avoid attempting to access a service that is no longer available. (Waldo, 
Abstract) 
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16. Claims 1-4, 6-8 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Mathis in view of Hansmann et al. USPN 6,941,148 (hereinafter 
Hansmann) 

17. As per claims 1, 2, 4, 6-8 and 13, Mathis discloses a method for communication 
over a network that allows for the authentication of individuals and control of information 
comprising: 

p. initiating a communication from a second user via a second client machine 
to a first user via a first client machine; wherein the first and second client 
machine are coupled to a network; (fig. 1 and 3) 

q. determining that the first user will accept the communication; (col. 3:39-40 
and lines 54-55) 

r. establishing a direct link between the first client machine and the second 
client machine; and delivering the communication; (col. 3:63-4:12) 
s. wherein the direct link is not established if the first user does not accept 
the communication; (3:40-41) 

t. wherein the direct link closes after the communication is delivered; (4:1 0- 
12) 

u. further comprising the step of the second user initiating a new 
communication to the first user by establishing a new direct link between the 
second user machine and the first user machine. (3:63-4:12) 
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1 8. Mathis does not disclose the first user and the second user registering with a 
discovery machine, wherein the discovery machine is coupled to the network; wherein 
the communication is initiated via the discovery machine; wherein at least one of the 
first user and the second user maintains a plurality of contact information; wherein an 
individual entry in the plurality of contact information is automatically updated when an 
associated user of the individual entry updates a corresponding entry locally at a client 
machine of the associated user; wherein a third user can initiate a new communication 
to at least one of the first and the second user via a web page interface coupled to the 
discovery machine; wherein the discovery machine is a central server. Hansmann 
discloses a device registry for automatic connection, whereby one or more user devices 
registers with a central registry server then submits a request to access a service by 
selecting an icon on the user's display, and wherein the request is forwarded to the 
central registry server, which mates the request to a backend system providing the 
service; wherein the user device maintains a list of registry server address. Col. 2:40- 
55 and lines 65-67; fig. 3. Hansmann discloses that such a feature scales well: it 
enables a user device to connect with ever increasing services in a flexible manner 
without knowing in advance which backend system provides the required service. (2:1- 
6) Therefore, it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made for the first user and the second user to register with a discovery 
machine, wherein the discovery machine is coupled to the network; wherein the 
communication is initiated via the discovery machine; wherein at least one of the first 
user and the second user maintains a plurality of contact information; wherein an 



Application/Control Number: 10/643,734 Page 11 

Art Unit: 2132 

individual entry in the plurality of contact information is automatically updated when an 
associated user of the individual entry updates a corresponding entry locally at a client 
machine of the associated user; wherein a third user can initiate a new communication 
to at least one of the first and the second user via a web page interface coupled to the 
discovery machine; wherein the discovery machine is a central server. One would be 
motivated to do so for a more flexibility means of connecting a client to a plurality of 
other nodes as taught by Hansmann, ibid. The aforementioned cover the limitations of 
claims 1, 2, 4, 6-8 and 13. 

19. As per claim 3, the rejection of claim 1 under 35 USC 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Mathis in view of Hansmann is incorporated herein. In addition, 
Hansmann discloses that the registry server establishes a connection to the backend 
system via its backend router, wherein the router holds tables that define on which 
backend system the required application is installed. It is further notoriously well known 
in the art for routers to implement queuing disciplines; for example, in the event that a 
destination is not available, a router implementing a fair queuing technique will queue 
the flow directed to a nonresponsive destination. Official notice of this teaching is taken. 
Therefore, it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made such that if the first user is not available to receive the communication, the 
communication is stored by the discovery machine until the first user becomes 
available. One would be motivated to do so to handle latency experienced by the 
communication. The aforementioned cover the limitations of claim 3. 



Application/Control Number: 10/643,734 



Art Unit: 2132 



Page 12 



20. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mathis in 
view of Hansmann, and further in view of Waldo et al. USPN 6,185,611 (hereinafter 
Waldo) 

21. As per claim 12, the rejection of claim 1 under 35 USC 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Mathis in view of Hansmann is incorporated herein. Neither Mathis 
nor Hansmann disclose the step determining that the first user will accept the 
communication further comprises the step of storing notification of the communication if 
the first user is unavailable. Waldo disclose a lookup service in a distributed network 
system that enables registered clients to be notified of the status of a service, including 
if a service is not available (Col. 2:60-3:2; 1 1 :52-12:18). It would be obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made for the step of determining 
that the first user will accept the communication to further comprise the step of storing 
notification of the communication if the first user is unavailable. One would be 
motivated to do so for clients to avoid attempting to access a service that is no longer 
available. (Waldo, Abstract) 

Communications Inquiry 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jung W. Kim whose telephone number is 571-272-3804. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00-5:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gilberto Barron can be reached on 571-272-3799. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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